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THIRTY GROUPS TO 
RECEIVE MERIT AWARDS 


Tee ORGANIZATIONS were named by the 

Home Safety Conference of the National 
Safety Council as recipients of awards for 
merit for home accident prevention pro- 
grams conducted between July 1, 1953, and 
June 30, 1954. Ten other organizations re- 
ceived certificates of commendation. 

This is the fifth year the Home Safety 
Conference has given these awards. Last 
year 21 received awards for merit, and cer- 
tificates of commendation went to 11 en- 
trants. The judging committee felt that in 
general the quality of the entries was greatly 
improved over previous years. 

Awards for merit for exceptional public 
service in home accident prevention went to 
the following: 


For Off-the-Job Programs 
Electro Metallurgical Co., Alloy, W. Va. 
Electro Metallurgical Co., Ashtabula, Ohio. 
Electro Metallurgical 
Quebec, Canada. 
United States 
Calif. 
IHinois Bell Telephone Co., Chicago Area, 
Plant Department, Chicago, Ill. 


Co., Beauharnois, 


Vanadium Co., Bishop, 


North American Aviation, Inc., Los An- 
geles, Calif. 
E. I. du Pont de Nemours and Co., Louis- 


ville Works, Louisville, Ky. 
Electro Metallurgical Co., Marietta, Ohio. 


Electro Metallurgical Co., Niagara Falls, 
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Electro Metallurgical Co., Sheffield, Ala. 
United States Vanadium Co., Uravan, Colo. 


Electro Metallurgical Co., Welland, On- 
tario, Canada. 


For Community Organization Programs 


Women’s Board of Children’s Hospital, 
Akron, Ohio. 


Georgia State Department 
Health, Atlanta, Georgia. 


of Public 


Charleston County Safety Council, Charles- 
ton, S. C. 

The Cleveland Press, Cleveland, Ohio. 

The Women’s Institute of Duluth, Duluth. 
Minn. 

Josephine County Hume Safety Commit- 
tee, Grants Pass, Oregon. 

Long Beach Pediatric Society, Long Beach, 
Calif. 

Prudential Insurance Co. of America, 
Western Home Office, Los Angeles, Calif. 

Louisville Safety Council, Inc., Louisville, 
Ky. 

Mansfield-Richland County Health Depart- 
ment, Mansfield, Ohio. 

American Gas Association, Inc., New York, 
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Come to the Safety Congress-—October 18-22, Chicago 
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TH LOUISVILLE WORKS Safety Department 

realized the economic loss of off- 
the-job injuries, both to employees and the 
Du Pont Company, long before the formal- 
ized program on the subject was started, 
and during 1952 considerable effort, study, 
and research was made which later proved 
valuable as comparison when the formal 
program was started in 1953. 

Starting January 1, 1953 a formalized pro- 
gram was organized and after considerable 
study and an off-job injury analysis, to- 
gether with the help of the local Louisville 
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H how off-plant injuries occur was presented by Milt Yount and 
nspectors, to Louisville Works employees. Here an employee par- 
a test while Haney checks his reaction time—part of a safe driving program. 


tt-the-Job 


at Du Pont, Louisville 


By C. F. Cook 


Safety Supervisor, Louisville Works 
&, u Pont de Nemours & Co., Inc. 
Louisville, Ky. bd 





Safety Council, a program was adopted 

based not on the usual methods of compil- 

ing this information such as frequency and 
severity, but on the probability factor. The 
information that we had gathered during 

1952 and continued to develop during the a 
months of 1953 gave us a very clear picture 

that there was a probability that one out of 

every 25 of our employees might lose time 

or even life through off-plant accidents. 


In order to stimulate the interest of the 
employees in both on and off-the-plant ac- 
tivity, safety meetings were designed and 
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presented covering off-job injury analysis as 
well as on-job injuries. Field bulletins, bill- 
boards, silk screen posters, movies and 
finally a skit was developed and is currently 
being given to all employees of the Louis- 
ville Works. During this skit a complete 
description of all off-plant accidents that 
have occurred to Louisville Works em- 
ployees is given to the audience. The flan- 
nel board technique is used extensively in 
this demonstration. In addition, gimmicks 
have been developed that demonstrate very 
conclusively some of the major causes of 
home accidents. This is presented in a hu- 
morous manner and develops considerable 
audience reaction. In addition equipment 
has been borrowed from the American Auto- 
mobile Club and employees are given the 
opportunity to test their reflex brake action. 


Another type of off-job safety activity was 
the development of safety contests for em- 
ployees’ children, with prizes for the win- 
ners. Also a Safe Drivers’ League was or- 
ganized in an effort to reduce automobile 
accidents. 

In addition to the above promotional 
work a complete summary of previous 
months’ activities is given to the Central 
Safety Committee each month. We have 





An employee's youngster receives a clock-radio 

pins for iia om emsay contert on, how We 
in Our Nos contest w 

“— * Louisville Chapter, American 
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the plant have at least 5 minutes devoted 
to off-plant accidents in addition to their 
regular, planned program. And to further 
stimulate our off-plant injury program a com- 
mittee has been formed of top supervision 
to think of new ways and means that might 
stimulate interest in the over-all program. 
We believe an organized program of this 
type will pay dividends and plan to main- 


Jequested that each safety meeting held at tain an active program continuously. 


OOOCOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOHOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOS 


S-D DAY, DECEMBER I5, 1954 


ps ACTION COMMITTEE of the President’s Highway Safety 
Conference has decided to have a test day in which we 
will try to concentrate on safe driving to see if the terrible 
toll of highway traffic accidents cannot be reduced for at least 
one day. The day selected, S-D (Safe Driving) Day, will be 
December 15, 1954. On this day organizations, officials, pri- 
vate citizens, in fact, everybody, will turn their efforts to the 
means of reducing traffic accidents. 


Home safety committees, health departments, women’s 
clubs, doctors, and other groups which work on home and 
child safety can contribute to this effort by alerting their own 
people to this problem and can use the channels normally 
available to them to help reduce traffic accidents on S-D Day. 


DOOOND OOOOOOOOOOOOOOOS 


Sse arielplain 
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y= CERTAIN CONDITIONS, which are usu- 
ally brought about by insufficient air 
being supplied to the combustion chamber, 
the possibility of explosion is present with 
practically every fuel burning heating sys- 
tem. An accumulation of combustible but 
unburned gases may be present which can 
fill the combustion chamber and pass up 
into the flue pipe. When the gases are ig- 
nited, they explode and damage the furnace 
and flue pipes. Sometimes fire results. 

In an oil or gas burner this gas accumu- 
lation may be due to improper ignition. 
In a coal-burning furnace it is usually due 
to the dampers being closed too far to al- 
low enough air into the combustion cham- 
fuel that are 


ber to burn the 


formed. 


or gases 


Gas Furnace 


In the case of a gas furnace this hazard 
can be avoided by being sure that the pilot 
is functioning properly and that sufficient 
venting facilities are provided to assure re- 
moval of all burned or unburned gases. 
Most gas furnaces are designed to supply 
gas only when the pilot is burning. How- 
ever, should gas be furnished and not ig- 
nited by the pilot, the danger is minimized 
if the vents are large enough to carry off 
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HEATING PLANT HAZARDS 


By Gordon T. O'Neill 


Senior Engineer 
Home Safety Division 
National Safety Council 


the unburned gases and if no igniting ele- 
ment or flame is brought into the area be- 
fore the gas has been vented. 


Coal Furnace 


In coal-burning furnaces the explosion 
hazard can be avoided by always providing 
adequate draft to supply sufficient air for 
complete combustion and to carry away un- 
burned gases and by being sure that a 
flame or hot coals are always present or 
exposed in the furnace. The explosive con- 
dition is often brought about, when the fires 
are being banked, by piling coal on top of 
the hot coals and closing the dampers and 
drafts. 


Flues 


The hazard of leaky or defective flues is 
common to most all combustion systems. 
The possibility of noxious gases leaking 
into the house, along with the fire hazard, 
is present. Inspection should be made to 
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ascertain that all joints in the pipe are tight, 
that all flues are in good condition, and 
that the connection between flue pipe and 
chimney is well made. The chimney should 
be sound and free from cracks, loose bricks, 
or loose mortar for safety and better draft. 


Warm Air Systems 


It is imperative, especially in warm air 
systems, that the fire pot or combustion 
chamber be airtight and free from leaks of 
any kind. Otherwise, there is always dan- 
ger of combustion gases leaking into the 
warm air space and being carried to the 
rooms being heated. 


Steam, Hot Water 


In steam heating and hot water systems 
there is some danger of boiler explosion. 
This hazard can be avoided entirely by as- 
suring a sufficient supply of water at all 
times and providing a safety valve on the 
water heater or boiler. 


Overheating of the furnace may be pre- 
vented effectively by use of pressure and 
temperature limit controls. However, in 
some installations there is a danger due to 
overheating of flue pipes which are too 
close to partitions, joists, or other inflam- 
mable material. The most effective way of 
eliminating this hazard is to be sure that 
there is sufficient clearance between the 
pipe and any inflammable material or to 
insulate the flue pipe. 


Coal and Wood Stoves 


The inherent hazard characteristics of 
wood and coal stoves are not different from 
those already mentioned, but the practice of 
starting and maintaining fires in these stoves 
with kerosene or gasoline is extremely dan- 
gerous. Many explosions, severe burns, 
fires, and fatalities have resulted from both 
kerosene and gasoline being thrown into 
stoves containing going fires or live coals, 
or used to start cold kindling. 


Unit Gas Heaters 


Unit gas heaters, being high temperature 
open flame units, must be used with pre- 
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caution. Because of the open flame, nothing 
should be placed close to the heater and 
care must be taken to place the heater so 
that a draft will not blow out the flame. 
Sufficient and continuous fresh air supply 
for complete combustion of the gas is nec- 
essary, as the unit will rapidly exhaust the 
oxygen supply of a closed room. Inade- 
quate oxygen will result in noxious gases 
due to incomplete combustion. In the same 
respect adequate ventilation for removal of 
combustion gases is required. Extinguish- 
ment of the flame in an inadequately venti- 
lated room is hazardous not only because 
the gas may cause asphyxiation but also be- 
cause of the possibility of explosion result- 
ing from the gas being ignited. 


Unit Electric Heaters 


High temperature radiant-convection unit 
electric heaters, like unit gas heaters, should 
never be placed close to combustible ma- 
terials and should not be used in the vicin- 
ity of inflammable liquids or gases because 
the heater consists in part of a growing or 
high temperature resistance element which 
is exposed to the air. The danger of shock 
and even electrocution is an inherent haz- 
ard of electric heaters and electric appli- 
ances of all kinds. Properly designed, main- 
tained, grounded and operated electric units 
offer only remote possibility of danger due 
to shock or electrical fires. 


Any fuel-burning heating appliance may 
be a source of carbon monoxide (CO) un- 
less it is properly installed and used. In the 
process of combustion the carbon of the fuel 
unites with the oxygen of the air to form 
CO:, but if the air supply is inadequate, 
combustion will be incomplete, and CO will 
be formed. Proper venting of heating plants 
to flues is essential. Assurance of adequate 
air supply for complete combustion of heat- 
ing plant and appliance fuels is imperative. 


In citing these possible hazards of the 
various types of heating systems the ob- 
jective is to point out the importance of 
proper installation, maintenance and opera- 
tion of heating equipment, not to magnify 
these hazards or dangerous possibilities. 
With the required safeguards provided and 
the necessary precautions taken, all the vari- 
ous types of heating systems described can 
be operated without danger. This is sub- 
stantiated by the safe operation of thousands 
of heating plants of all kinds throughout 
the country. 











*¢ Fron A MERRY CHRISTMAS, Be Safe!” That 

is the positive approach that can well 
set the stage for your 1954 Christmas holi- 
day safety campaign. 

It’s more fun, for instance, to bake Christ- 
mas cookies on a day when you've cleared 
other things like shopping and houseclean- 
ing off the decks. It’s fun and it’s safer be- 
cause you won't get too tired and be too 
hurried. Hurry and fatigue are factors in 
the causes of accidents. 

Here’s the basis for a campaign to get all 
your local radio and TV stations that have 
cooking programs to cooperate by including 
some safety tips in their program. It can 
also be the basis for a newspaper campaign 
on homemaker’s pages. Burns, falls, and 
cuts can be reduced by observing common 
kitchen safe practices that everyone knows 
but needs to be reminded of. 

Besides presenting tips on cooking safety 
in preparation for holiday parties and 
guests, you can campaign for safe driving 
and against jay walking during the pre- 
Christmas season. 

An old standby for pre-Christmas, but an 
effective one because of its appeal, is a safe 
toys for Christmas campaign. This can be 
worked out with radio, newspaper, and local 
merchant cooperation. A leaflet on safe toys 
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CHRISTMAS HOLIDAY SAFETY 


A Suggested Program 


for December 
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can be printed and distributed to parents. 
Counter cards can be displayed by mer- 
chants urging the buying of safe toys. The 
sales forces can be instructed as to the 
safety points of their merchandise, etc. 

Later in the season is the time for a 
safe Christmas tree campaign. This also can 
be done through a leaflet, printed locally 
and distributed through PTA’s, schools, the 
Chamber of Commerce, churches, women’s 
clubs, ete. 

Some communities have printed a tag to 
be attached to each tree sold by local tree 
merchants. Consult with your local fire de- 
partment on this. This is an effective way 
to get the message to the individuals who 
will be putting up the tree. 

In order to insure that trees will be taken 
down before they have dried out (and be- 
come a more serious fire hazard), an all 
out radio spot announcement campaign, 
door-to-door distribution of very simply 
printed requests, and newspaper articles can 
be utilized. 

Some communities make a community- 
wide project of the collection and burning 
of Christmas trees. This is done in one huge 
bonfire shortly after Christmas. The fire 
department, necessarily, would have to 
handle all the details concerning such a bon- 
fire. The city might cooperate in the col- 
lection of trees or various local organiza- 
tions might devise a way to get trees to the 
bonfire area. 

In some areas of the country, the Christ- 
mas season is apt to be icy and snowy. Part 
of your campaign can be concentrated on 
a drive to get home owners to keep their 
walks clear. 

The general air of good humor and warm 
heartedness that pervades the season may 
well spark someone to write a skit or to 
devise a puppet show to be used at club 
meetings to point up the safety factors you 
want to discuss. 
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Reception for Women 


A reception and tea for women will be 
given October 19, 1954, at 2:30 p.m., in the 
ballroom of the Blackstone Hotel in Chi- 
cago as part of the 42nd National Safety 
Congress and Exposition. Miss Marion E. 


ies, NSC, will preside, and the Carol Lane 


@::.* vice-president for women’s activi- 


Award winners will be introduced. 

Mrs. George W. Welles, Jr., representa- 
tive of the Home Safety Conference on the 
NSC Board of Directors, will speak on 
“What's Important about Home Safety?” 
M. R. Darlington, Jr., managing director, 
Inter-Industry, Highway Safety Committee, 
will speak on “What Women Can Do about 
Traffic Safety.” 


Don’t miss the section meetings for home 
safety service members to be held Tuesday 
morning, October 19, at the Conrad Hilton 
Hotel, and the two programs: Wednesday 
morning at the Congress Hotel on off-the- 
job safety and Thursday morning at the 
Conrad Hilton Hotel on home safety. See 
your September issue of the HOME SAFETY 
REVIEW for details about these programs. 


@ New Staff Member 








Miss Mildred Corbin (above) has joined 
the home division staff of NSC as adminis- 
trative assistant. She will also assist Betty 
Reed in editorial work, and is replacing 
Eleanor Shaw who has left the Council. 


Prior to coming to the Council Miss Cor- 
bin spent two years as administrative assist- 
ant with the Commission on Financing of 
Hospital Care and approximately two years 
as secretary and research assistant on vari- 
ous research projects directed by Joseph D. 
Lohman, sociologist. Miss Corbin, a North 
Carolinian, came to Chicago in 1947 to at- 
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tend the University of Chicago where she 
received a BA degree and did graduate work 
in the Divisien of Social Science. 


MERIT AWARDS 


(From page 1) 


Metropolitan Life Insurance Co., New 
York, N. Y. 

New York City Department of Health, 
New York, N. Y. 

Maricopa County Medical Society, Phoe- 
nix, Arizona. 

San Jose City Health Department, San 
Jose, Calif. 

Council of Social Agencies, Topeka, Kan- 
sas. 

Kansas State Board of Health, Topeka, 
Kansas. 

American Automobile Association, Wash- 
ington, D. C. 

Recipients of certificates of commenda- 
tion for meritorious activity in home safety 
education are: 

Health 


Washtenaw County Department, 


Ann Arbor, Mich. 
Massachusetts Department 
Health, Boston, Mass. 
Poisoning Control Committee, Illinois 
Chapter, American Academy of Pediatrics, 
Chicago, Ill. 
Hamilton Safety Council, Hamilton, Ohio. 


of Public 


Greater Los Angeles Chapter, National 
Safety Council, Los Angeles, Calif. 

Madison Department of Public Health, 
Madison, Wis. 

Electro Metallurgical Company, Portland, 
Oregon. 

United States Vanadium Co., Rifle, Colo. 

St. Joseph Safety Council, St. Joseph, Mo. 

West Allis Day Homemakers’ Club, West 
Allis, Wis. 


Contest judges were D. E. Mumford, man- 
ager of safety, New York Central System, 
New York, N. Y.; Frederick S. Kent, direc- 
tor, home accident prevention unit, division 
of sanitation, Public Health Service, Wash- 
ington, D. C.; Mrs. Almer Armstrong, home 
department, Indiana Farm Bureau Coopera- 
tive, Indianapolis, Ind.; Dr. B. C. Corbett, 
executive director, Milwaukee Safety Com- 
mission, and E, M. Gearhart, Jr., director- 
secretary, Kalamazoo Safety Council. 





For Gas Shut-Off 


The wrench-like piece of equipment pic- 
tured above with the pins on it is attached 
to the gas pipe and is a tool intended to be 
used to shut off the main gas supply in an 
emergency. According to the manufacturer 
it makes it possible to turn off the gas 
supply instantly and safely. The tool is 
made from spark proof materials. The stop 
pins are adjustable to facilitate installation. 


PUBLICATIONS 


The fact sheets on child and home acci- 
dents have been revised and brought up to 
date. Child Accident Facts now contains 
some information on injury studies as well 
as on fatalities. Facts about Home Acci- 
dents has been revised to show the latest 
fatality statistics. Prices are as follows: 

CS Se $.02 ea. 
10 to 99 copies......... 012 ” 


100 to 999 copies....... .009 ” 
1,000 or more copies... .006 ” 


Do’s and Don'ts of Ladder Safety for 
Home and Farm, published jointly by NSC 
and American Ladder Institute, is an 8 page, 
black and white folder with illustrations. 
Obtainable from NSC at the following 
prices: 1-9 copies, $.06 ea.; 


10-99 copies, 
$.029 ea.: 100 or more, $.017 ea. 


APHA Meeting— 
Safety Program 


Two sessions on home safety are sched- 
uled for the annual meeting of the Ameri- 
can Public Health Association at Buffalo, 
October 11-15. 

A joint session of the engineering Section 
and the Conference of Municipal Public 
Health Engineers will discuss “New Fields 
of Environmental Sanitation Endeavor: 
Home Accident Prevention.” 

“Childhood Accident Prevention” will be 
discussed at a joint session of the Epidemi- 
ology, Maternal and Child Health, and Pub- 
lic Health Nursing Sections. George M. 
Wheatley, M.D., and Patricia Walsh., R.N., 
will preside. The following papers will be 
presented: “An Educational Project in 
Childhood Accident Prevention,” Renee 
Zindwer, M.D. “Safety Education Without 
Fear,” Paul V. Lemkau, M.D. Application 
of Public Health Methods to Child Safety: 

“Epidemiological Principles Which May 

Be Used in the Study of Child Acci- 
dents,” Ross A. MacFarland, Ph.D. 


“Poison Information Centers,” Edward 
Press, M.D. 

“Study of Child Accidents,” Harold Jacob- 
ziner, M.D. 
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